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Ds. DODDRIDGE: 


1 Rv. Sig” 


HAV E rand with Gene Ae 
your elaborate Performance, on the Life 
ol the late worthy Colonel GAIRDNER,, 
&c. I ſhall not offend your great Modeſty, 
with a particular Account what uſeful Leſſons 
I have derived, from the remarkable Train of 
Providences there offered to my Obſervatiqn. 
But, if that will give you any SatisfaQion, I 
can aſſure you, I am fincerely diſpoſed to lift 
ß the Prayers you mention, for the valuable 
Remains of both the Honourable Families you 
treat of. And allow me to add the grateful 
| | Return 
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Return of my We for yourſelf ; That 
it would pleaſe Heaven to bleſs yau with a 
e little more Candour and Integrity, to ac- 
* company and adorn your bright and lively 
Genius.“ What ſpecial Reaſon I have far 
lifting up this Prayer for you, will 2 by 
what follows, 


AmMone many things that greatly pleaſed 
me, in the Colonel's Character, it was nane 
of the leaſt which you give us, in F. 110, 
theſe Words: With relation to ep f to 
e injure the Charagters of worthy and uſeful. 
56 Men, 1 have Reaſon to believe, that no 
" Man living was more ſenſible of the Baſe- 
« neſs and Infamy, as well as the Cruelty, of 
* ſuch a Conduct. He knew and deſpiſed the 
. low Principles, of Reſentment for unrea- 
60 fonable ExpeQations diſappointed, of per- 
** ſonal Attachments to Men of ſome croffing 
7 Intereſts, of Envy, and of Party Zeal, from 
& which ſych a Conduct often proceeds ; and 
i* was particularly offengen, \ ben he found 


| = + 
* it (as he frequently did) in Perſons that ſet 
© up for the greateſt Patrons of Liberty, Vir- 

tue, and Candour, He looked upon the 

« Murtherers of Reputation and Uſefulneſs, as 
* ſome of the vileſt Peſts of Society: and 
e plainly ſhewed, on every proper Occaſion, 
te that he-thought it the Part of a generous, 
* benevolent and courageous Man, to exert ' 
e himſelf in tracing and hunting down the 
« Slander ; that the Authors, or Abettors of 
« might be leſs capable of * Miſchief for 
H the future.” After fo amiable a Character, 
delivered in Terms which ſeem te carry a 
ſtrong Approbation of it, who would have 
expected to ſind you, in the vety ſame Breath, 
or without lifting your Pen, thruſting your- 
ſelf in among theſe vil 25 Peſts of Society? I 
ſay, thruſting yourſelf in among them; for 
indeed the Paſſage appears plainly to be pulled 
in by Head and Shoulders, in the oddeſt Con- 
nection in which it could be Placed; and 


280 the Edinburgh Edition; 1 — it ſhould * of 
end, — | 


bears 


6 F 
bedrs the ſhrewydeſt Marks of a mortal Quar- 
rel at all Church Eſtabliſhments, burning in 
your Breaft, and ſtrongly labouring for a Vent; 
far ſo the Words, e e that 
ale Character, run. | N 
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Tur woſt plauſible Objeftion that I ever. 
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4 heard to Colonel Gai RDNER's Character, 
“ is, that he was too much attached to ſome: 
* Religious Principles, eſtabliſhed indeed in 
* the Churches both of England and Scot- 
« Jand, but which have of late Years been 
% much diſputed, and from which, it is at 
; « leaſt generally ſuppoſed, not a few in both 
] have thought proper to depart ; whatever 
| « Expedients they may have found, to quiet 
1 their Conſciences, in ſubſcribing thoſe For- 
! e mularies in which they are plainly taught. ; 
1 % His Zeal was eſpecially apparent, in Oppo»: 
1 « ſition to thoſe Doctrines, which ſeem to 
1 &« derogate from the Divine Honours of che 
| « Son and Spirit of GOD; and from the 
j 6e Freedom of Divine Grace, or the Reality 
4 2 Lud 
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« and Neceſſity of its Operations in the Con- 
* verſion and Salvation of Sinners.” & 1 
* 

Hr xx, to Müh your ig Stroke, 
you have trained hard to find ont a Slur, rd 
caſt upon the Character which it Was your 
Purpoſe to embelliſh. For how ſtrange is it, 
that the moſt plaufble Objeftion you ever hear 
of to the ColoneP's Character, ſhould be an 05 
Jection never heard of by any other, (that I 
can find) till you thought fit to inform the 
World of it; an Objection that has nothing 
plauſible i in it, and could never be an Objection 
to a Man's Character, with any Perſons of a 
tolerable Meaſure of Candour. For pray in 
ubhat Reſpect was the Colonel too much attach 
ed to any Religious Principles, eſtabliſhed in 
the Churches of England and Scotland 4 By 


your own Teſtimony concething him, S. 11 3. 


ha fincerely abhorred the Thought of Pers 
t ſecution for Conſcience-fake : ---- nor did 
<. he, by any Means, approve of paſſionate 
and furious Ways of vindicating the moſt 
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* vital and important Doctrines of the Go- 
e ſpel.” And of his Moderation, particularly 


with Regard to ſome Explications of the 


Doctrine of the Trinity, there are ſome re- 
markable Inſtances well known here, which 
you have not, it ſeems, found it for your Pur- 
poſe to relate. How then was, he foo much 
attached to the Principles you have i in your 
Eye? Was i it that he ſincerely believed them 
himſelf, or took all proper Opportunities, by 
calm and fair Reaſoning, in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, to convince others of the Truth 


and Importance of them, to the Reputation | 


and Uſefulneſs of not a few in the Churches 
both of England and Scotland? But with 
whom could this be a plauſible Objection a- 
gainſt him? (far leſs the moſt plauſible Ohjec- 
tion ſo inquiſitive a Gentleman ever heard of) 
Not with thoſe who agreed with him in the 
Belief of thoſe Principles, ſure; nor eould ever 
any Perſon. of Senſe.and Candour, who differed 
from him, make this an Objection againſt his 
¶ haracter. But, no Matter; if this ſerve fot 

| an 
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[9] 
an Introduction, though a very aukward one, 
to the murdering Stroke that follows. A mur- 
dering Stroke it is indeed, if the traducing of 
| them as arrant Knaves may be reckoned ſo; 
repreſenting them as a Set of Men who ſub- 
ſcribe, that they believe Doctrines, from which 
they have thought proper to depart, to be agree- 
cable to the Word of GOD, and founded there- 
| upon, (for i in theſe Terms does the Subſcription 
of the Miniſters of the Church of Scotland run) 
and then are employed in finding out Expe- 


dients (which you cannot ſo much as gueſs at) 


{0 We, their Conſciences i in ſo doing. 


Ke 


1 I an lo little acquainted with the State of 
Affairs in the Church of England, or the ge- 
neral Character of its Clergy, that I muſt 

leave their Defence to themſelves, if any of 
them thinks it worth while to undertake it: : 


But as I have ſpent a pretty long Life in Scof- 
land, and have got a pretty general Acquain- 


tance with the Clergy of that Church, 1 muſt 
| B agres 


t wo ] 
agree with the good Colonel, in thinking it 
the Part of a generous and benevolent Man, to 
exert myſelf in tracing and hunting down this 
Slander on not 4 few of them, that the Au- 
thor of it may be le fs capable 7 doi 15 Mi iſebief 


concluding Part of this Section) you inſinuate, 


| for the A. . 

| _ Waar the particular Principles are, from 
| ö which they are ſuppoſed to have departed, you 
| © Fon't thiok fit directly to fay: But (by the 


| with your uſual Art, but plainly enough to be 
I! underſtood by thoſe you intend to gratify, that 
the Doctrines concerning the Divine Honours 
of . the Son and Spirit of GOD, the Freedom 
of Divine Grate, and the Reality and Neceſſity 
of its Operations in the Converſion and Salva- 
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i tion o, Sinners, are among theſe Principles; 
| un Infinuation as groſßly falſe, as it is malitious, 
1 and artfully thrown out. And, pray, whar 
DK 
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_ theſ& Doctrines, or any Principles eſtabliſhed 
in this Church? By any ouvert Acts, or De- 
clarations in Words? No: Vou know very.” 
well, Sir, or any honeſt Man among your 
Correſpondents here could inform you, that, 
if: there had been any Foundation for ſuch a 
Suppoſition, there is a regular and ſtrict Diſci- 
pline in our Church, which would not have 
let any of our Miniſters: go ſo eaſily with ſuch 
a Departure, as an Engliſb Diſſenter might; 
but would ſoon have paſſed ſuch a Sentence 
upon him, as ſhould have deprived him of all- 
the temporal Advantages of his Subſcription. 
It muſt be then in their: Hear?s that they are 
ſuppoſed to have departed from theſe Principles, 
without giving any Diſcovery of this by ouvert. 
Acts; a very charitable Suppoſition truly]! for, 
after all, the whole is but-Suppoſition: You! 
was Maſter of too much Art and Dexterity, in 
throwing out ſuch.a Calumny, directly to. 15 
ſert it ; then you might have heen called upon, 
to produce your Evidence for ſo bold an Ac 
ſertion ; and you durſt not ſa much as pretend, 


Virtue, and prafical Chriſtianity, in Oppoki- 


( 22 ] 
you had been fo informed by any of your Ne- 
verend or pious Correſpondents here. You 
well know, you could have been eaſily con- 
futed ; and they would inſtantly, like honeſt 
Men, have denied the vile Aſperſion. But let 
it only be ſaid to be ſuppoſed, and all is ſafe: 
Who can backſpear that? But you ſay, it is 
at leaſt generally ſuppoſed. What muſt it then 
be, at moſt ? why univerſally ſappoſed ; and 
what every body fays, you know, muſi be 
true. But the Aſſertion, even as it ſtands 


guarded, is grofoly falſe; and ſure I am, you 


could not know it to be true, when you thought 
proper to throw it out: There is no ſuch thing 
generally ſuppofed ; however ſome particular 
Perſons may have found it a proper Expedient 
to ſerve their own Ends, to ſuppoſe it. You. 

know, no doubt, Sir, that the Miniſters, to 

whom Perſons, of a like Portion of Charity 
with yourſelf, would moſt readily apply ſuch 
a. general Charge, were thoſe who have moſt 
ſtrenuouſſy ſet - themſelves to promote real 
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1 13 ] 
tion to that gloomy and ſavage Enthufaſm, 
which has, of late, made fierce Inroads among 
us, and which you have thought. proper to 
honour with your Teſtimony : A ſavage En- 
thuſiaſm it is, with a Witneſs ; if the Murde-. 


rers of Reputation and Uſefulneſs are to be 


looked upon (as the honeſt Colonel thought, 


ders of ſome among ourſelves, theſe Miniſters 
can very eaſily bear: The Men who throw 


them out, their Communication, and their 

\ Views, are at leaſt generally well known a- 
mong us. But ſuch a murdering Stroke might, 
perhaps, be expected to fal with a greater 
Weight, when launched from the vigorous 
Arm of one, who expreſſes the ſtrongeſt Senſe 
of the Baſeneſs aud Infamy, as well as the! 


. Cruelty, of all Attempts to injure the Characters 


ef worthy and uſeful Men; one who ſets up 
For ſo os a Patron of Liberty, Virtue, and; | 
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and yau ſeem ta allow) as ſome of the vileſt 
Peſts of Society. The Suppofitions and Slan- 
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emmt * ſuffer the Terms in which a' Corre- 


ſpondent expreſſes hzs Eſteem 'of hts Bool, of 


the Niſe and Progreſs of Religion, to paſs: his 
Peri; and cannot even repeat this from him, 
that his Spiritual Hymns were among the moſt 
delightful and Soul-improving Repaſts of the 
Colonel, but with: the deepeſt Sentiments of i 


nnn and 8 be dards q _ 
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1 ENO e may find it a a af. 


frient Expedient, to quiet your Conference in 


ſach a Conduct, that you reckon Miniſters, of 


the Character I have mentioned, have neither 


Reputation nor Uſefulneſs alive; and ſo, in 
this Frratment of them, you have only wan- 
tony acted a like harmleſs Part with the Brave 
Falftaff, in giving the Wound in the Thigh to 
the Dead Man. But, Gop be thanked, Sir, 


the Gemlemen themſelves feel, that they kave⸗ 
both Reputation and Uſefulneſs till alive; 


and even 2 28 mall furrive this 1 
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not repent, ſhall, by his own Sentence, -be-dex 
E 
Oe | P-ul cult BIGW 


IVaires of all-the 15 ee Privy 
aides from which, you ſay, fuch a Conduit 
often proceeds, was your real Inducement to 
this Piece of groſs Defamation, you yourſelf 
beſt know; whether it was Reſentment for 
unreaſonable Eupectations diſappointed, or per- 
ſonal Attachments to Men of ſome croffing In- 
fereſts, or Envy, or Party Zeal: If it was 
the fr}. of theſe, and your Quarrel with all 
Church-Eſtabliſhments-be much the ſame as 
that of the Fox with the Grapes; methinks; 
whatever Reſentment this might raiſe in you; 
againſt thoſe who had engroſſed to themſelves: 
thoſe high Dignities, and large Revenues; of 
the Church of England, ſome of which had; 


doubtleſs, been better beſtowed on ſo deſerv- 
ing a Man! you might yet have ſpared the 


poor Miniſters of the Church of Scotland; ſc 
5 | * 


136 1 
of whom, by their Subſcription to her Formu- 
17 ary, can get in to half the Income of the 
8 fouriſhjng Academy at Northampton; and 
' whoſe Families, when they ſhall be left be- 
| hind them, the Mercy and Wiſdom of our 
- gracious Sovereign, and the Britiſh Parlia- 


ment, had but ſo lat &6licved from being in 
a ſtarving Conditig — 6 
IAM, SIR, &. A 


